
Wellston City Council Meeting Minutes 

January 2, 2014 

 Meeting was called to order by Council President Chris Brenner by asking Council and others in 

attendance to stand for the Pledge to the Flag. He then called for the roll call.  

 Councilman answering the roll call included Dennis Case, Keith Woolum, Tom Clark, Shawn 

Huston, Jessica Cox, Nick Rupert, and Chris Barber. City Officials that were present included Mayor 

Connie Pelletier, Service Director Fred Snider, Law Director Shannon Weber, Auditor Tom Baker, and 

Treasurer Amy Mullins. Representing the Police Department was Police Chief Tim Ackley. Representing 

the Fire Department was Fire Chief Ryan Pelletier.  

 Motion to approve minutes from December 19, 2013 was made by Councilman Clark, second by 

Councilman Woolum, and unanimously approved by all. 

 Legislation: 

 Second Reading of Ordinance No. 4191-An Ordinance for the Numbering of Ordinances and 

Resolutions for City Council of the City of Wellston, Ohio. President Brenner asked Council if they had 

any questions or comments on Ordinance No. 4191. No comments were made.  

 Second Reading of Ordinance No. 4192-An Ordinance of the Legislative Authority of the City of 

Wellston authorizing the Expenditure of Funds for the purpose of purchasing a 1995 Sutphen Model TS9 

for the Fire Department, and authorizing and directing the Director of Public Safety to enter into a 

contract for said purchase, and appropriating funds now in the City Treasury or estimated to come into 

the City Treasury for its payment, and obviating from advertising and bidding; and declaring an 

emergency. Council President Brenner asked Council if they have any questions or comments on 

Ordinance No. 4192.  

 Councilman Case asked Fire Chief Pelletier if he wanted the Fire Truck and felt that they needed 

it. Fire Chief Pelletier stated that this has been an ongoing project and has been discussed since 

November. He stated our current ladder truck at the time of discussion was not out of service. He stated 

we have a 1986 Ladder Truck and the parts have to be manufactured from Montgomery’s in Jackson. He 

has been working with Sutphen’s Corporation and they make ladder trucks for departments all over the 

country and he has been helping me over the last 2 years to help me develop a plan to replace 

equipment. We found this Fire Truck that he has which is a Platform. He stated that this truck has been 

certified and has passed all of its inspections and has been painted. The reason for the Emergency is 

because our truck is out of service.  This is going to help our ISO rating tremendously. We are a five and 

would like to become a 4. If we become a 4, our insurance rate lowers and so does what we pay 

monthly on our premiums.  



 Councilwoman Cox stated that she had the opportunity to literally climb all over this truck. She 

stated it is rusty and it is scary. The one that you are looking at does have a basket at the end with a life 

support in it.  

 Fire Chief Pelletier stated they are all about safety and have been for years. With the help of 

Tom Baker, Mayor, Service Director, and the Finance Committee we would not be here today to present 

this to you. Fire Chief Pelletier stated that it is his professional opinion that this is a good deal for the 

City of Wellston. He stated we are not just trying to get a new toy; we are trying to get something for 

the safety of our Fire Fighters. He thanked Law Director Weber for spending the weekend with him, 

helping him develop an Ordinance for this.  

 Councilman Barber asked Fire Chief Pelletier is the ISO rating is due to the age of the truck. Fire 

Chief Pelletier stated as far as the age goes; it does not interfere with the rating because they are million 

dollar pieces of equipment. As far as the engines go, once they reach the age of 20 years, they start to 

lose points. Engine Trucks, Brush Trucks are not inspected by an outside source every year like a ladder 

truck is. If you are going to keep a ladder truck in service, you are going to get full points for it, but it has 

to pass the annual inspection. He stated they are still making the truck that they are looking at buying 

and it cost 930,000.00 brand new. This truck was 670,000.00 when it was new in 1995. I cannot tell you 

what the truck will cost 15 years from now, but I can tell you the current market. We are saving 

400,000.00 and to me it is an investment.  Councilman Case stated that was the only thing he wanted to 

hear was that Pelletier thought in his professional opinion that is was the best thing. Fire Chief Pelletier 

stated in his professional opinion it is the best thing. 

 Motion to suspend rules was made by Councilman Case, second by Councilman Woolum, and 

unanimously approved by all. 

 Motion to wave the bidding in the advertising was made by Councilman Case, second by 

Councilman Woolum, and unanimously approved by all.  

 Motion to adopt and pass Ordinance No. 4192 was made by Councilman Case, second by 

Councilwoman Cox, and unanimously approved by all. 

 Second Reading by Resolution No. 1505-A Resolution authorizing the Mayor and Service 

Director to execute the contract between the City of Wellston, Ohio and the Full-Time employees of the 

Wellston Fire Department and declaring an emergency. Council President Brenner asked Council if they 

has any questions or comments on Resolution No. 1505. 

 Councilman Cox stated that she did not receive the entire contract so she was not able to review 

it. Councilman Barber stated he would like to see a previous contract to compare this too. Fire Chief 

Pelletier stated that there are quite a few changes in the contract. For one we are going from hourly to 

salary. Auditor Baker stated it would not affect them.  Council President Brenner stated than it can go on 

as a second then.  

 New Business: 



 President Brenner stated that we need to have a nomination and selection of a President Pro 

Tem. Councilman Woolum nominated Tom Clark. 

 Motion for Tom Clark to be President Pro Tem of Council was made by Councilman Woolum. 

Councilman Case, Woolum, Huston, Cox, Barber, and Rupert all voted yes. 

 Old Business: 

 Councilwoman Cox stated she wanted to discuss the budget. She stated she done some 

calculations of her own with the numbers Tom gave her. She stated she just has too many questions and 

there are too many discrepancies that I do not feel comfortable with this budget that was passed. She 

wanted to know if Council could hold a special Council Meeting next week and the only thing to be 

discussed was the budget and go line by line. The numbers that I came up with and the numbers that 

are in the budget do not match up. She stated she would like a special council meeting for the Auditor to 

go line by line with her.  

 Councilman Clark stated that he and Nick looked over the papers that she had. He stated he 

thinks when you are doing a budget that way some of those are what you appropriate and what you 

actually have. He stated that there is what you call a grey area. Councilwoman Cox stated that she 

understands that there will be some rounding, but some things she just does not feel comfortable with.  

 President Brenner asked Council how they feel about a special meeting. Councilman Rupert 

stated that they could have a Special Finance Meeting to discuss only the budget. They agreed to have a 

Special Finance Meeting on Thursday at 6.  

 Mayor Pelletier welcomed the two new members of Council and congratulated everyone else. 

The Civil Service Commission now has a number three man at the Wellston Fire Department. Mayor 

Pelletier announced Roman Brandau as the number three man. Roman Brandau thanked Council for 

having him. She stated that there were two tests and four applicants. She stated that Roman scored the 

highest. She stated we have a new vet that is coming in the old Sands Hill Coal building and he should be 

open within a month.  

 Councilman Clark asked where we stand for the new hire for the water plant. Mayor Pelletier 

stated that we were asked to take that out of the budget, so it’s just another thing we are going to have 

to work on.  

 Councilman Barber asked Service Director Barber where we are as far as the loss of our 

backhoe. He asked him if we are currently replacing it. Service Director Snider stated yes, Tom has 

already got the ok from the insurance company from the money that they are going to give us for it and 

we ended up with a 45% State Minimum Bid on a new backhoe which is going to be cheaper than trying 

to locate a used one.  

 Councilman Case addressed Service Director Snider about a question that Mr. Ghearing asked 

him about. He wanted to know if anything was going to be done with Oak Ridge going back by his house 

this summer where they have the big dips and holes. Mr. Snider stated that we just do not have the 



funds for it and that road is going to have to be completely redone. He stated that is something Tim is 

working on, but I do not know how far along we are on that. 

 Councilman Clark stated down off New York there is a light setting there blinking and wanted to 

know if it was our light. He stated it is a street light. Mayor Pelletier stated someone needs to call 

Charlotte because she keeps all those numbers. She told Councilman Clark that we can find out if it is 

ours.  

 Auditor Baker stated that there is ample revenue in all the funds to be able to function if there is 

a business plan and protocol in place.  He stated the City is not flush but does have the revenue to 

purchase the supplies and equipment that is required. The City does not any vendors, but does have 

outstanding long term debts in our water and sewer lines. The City should be running smoothly and if 

everyone is on the same page, we will. Some concerns that Auditor Baker has is that the General Fund 

will be in jeopardy in the next two years without a succinct plan to appropriate within the projected 

revenue. The General Fund is 74% funded from revenue generated from the City Income Tax. When you 

have that much reliance on one source, it is an unhealthy situation. He stated with the help of his 

support group, he has reached all but one of his goals he has set for himself and for the City beginning in 

2010. The Sewer Department will have eliminated all of its debt this month, which only leaves the 

cemetery debt. He thanked all that have assisted him on this quest that he was elected to do. He 

finished by saying, with all being said, it is his intention to retire as of January 31, 2014. 

 Treasurer Mullins stated we zeroed out for December and she is working with the Auditor’s 

Office, Tom, and Connie. She finished by saying she is glad to be aboard.  

 Motion to approve the overtime report was made by Councilman Barber, second by Councilman 

Woolum, and approved by all with the exception of Case and Cox who voted No. 

 City Clerk Melissa Humphries stated they are still working on meters. She stated she did a year 

end figure. Last year in December we were at 45,860.00 and this year we are at 566.00. She stated the 

Insurance is working. Everything is going well and we still have a few meters that are not picking up. She 

stated there are only a handful of meters left to replace.  

 Fire Chief Pelletier discussed Roman Brandau’s background with the Fire Department. He 

started in 1997 as a Cadet. In 2001 he became a firefighter for the WFD and in 2006 he became a 

Lieutenant. In 2013, I promoted him to Captain. In this time frame, he also worked for the City of Athens 

as a full-time Police Officer. He is resigning from the State Fire Marshall’s Office as a Fire Investigator. He 

stated Roman wanted to come home and work for the Wellston Fire Department and his community. He 

wants to raise his family here and make this community a better place, as we all do. He thanked Roman 

and Ben for coming aboard.  Pelletier stated on the zoning side, not a lot of people are doing 

construction work. He stated he will have a report to Council as well.  

 Councilwoman Cox asked Pelletier about the dilapidated houses. Mayor Pelletier stated that 

there was a halt to it because of the contractor. She stated it had to go to the Prosecutor and it is out of 



his hands now. She stated the contractor started the work before he was officially awarded the bid. 

They have although been released to be bid on again.  

 Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and the Statement of Cash Pos w/MTD Report was 

made by Councilman Clark, second by Councilman Woolum, and unanimously approved by all.  

 Motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss the OCSEA Contract at 8:01 P.M. was made by 

Councilman Huston, second by Councilwoman Cox, and unanimously approved by all. 

 Motion to exit out of Executive Session at 8:35 P.M., was made by Councilman Case. 

 Motion to adjourn at 8:35 P.M., was made by Councilman Case, 

 

_______________________________________                      ____________________________________ 
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